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Great Duty of MiN1STERS, 


To take Heed to 


Themſetves and Doctrine. 
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x TIM. IV. xvi. 
Take heed unta thy ſelf and unto thy .Doc> * 


trine ; -—| for in doing this, thou ſhalt 
both pon fax/elr and them that hear thee. 
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ANN | Timothy: And they give us the Sum and 8 
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and comprehenſive Argument to perſwade him te Fidclity and 
good Conſcience in the Diſcharge of it : And hap ppy the Miniſter 
- who 1510 influenced by the Weight of the Argument, as to keep 
” theCharge, notwithſtanding the Difficulties which attend it ! And 
happy the People who have ſuch a Miniſter ! 


b-- 
| 


t 
| 
| The great Duty of every Minter we have: in the hrſtClanſe! of 
the Text, «7 ake 7 1929 th y-felf and wnio thy Dottrine. 1 ake 
heed how thou ltvc it 2 14 ordercſt thy Converſation, ſee that it be 
| E xemplary : And take heed bow!: nd| cvhen thou teacheft. As if the 
Apoſtle had ſaid, <* Hark) ſpecial Regard tothe Prety of thy Life, 
and the Purity of thy D:Arine *, And the Mamer in which the 
| Charge is here given {t:ppoſes,,and in| the ſtrongeſt Manner Impiics 
| the great Danger every Miniſter 1s in, of being careleſs both of his 
| Life and Dofirme. Take herd, Jook| about you, be upon your 
Watch and Guard, as one in his Enemies Country ; always jn 
Danger, and knowing not when, nor frem what Quarter he hal 
be aſſaulted. And the laſt Clayſe of the Text is the weigh 
Ir gument to perſuade the Miniſter to he faithful in theDiſcha Ly & 
is Duty ; for in ding this, thou ſhalt both ſave thy ſelf and them 
that hear thee ; thus ke *eping the Charge thou ſhalt 'do what in 
thee lieth to fave thine own Soul, and the Souls of thoſe to whom 
thou preacheſt, : ind among whom thou halt thy Coriverſation. 
T his 48 the plain and fullMeani ingof the Text. | And forMethods 
ſake, and as what wii be proper for our preſent Meditations, ant 
the Solemnity of this Day, I ſhall confider the Words under theſk 
three Heads or Propoſitions - which will take inthe whole Mean- 
ing of them ; v:z. 


I. That at is the great Duty of every Miniſter 5 of the Goſpel tp 
maintain a ſteady and fri Regard te his own Life, and to thx 
Doctrine which he preaches. 

IT. That he is in great Danger «f neglefting both Parts of his 
Duty, of being careleſs both of his Life and Dori ine. 

And then laſtly. 
ITE Upon the due Exerciſe of this Care rf bis Life and Dottrine 
5 the Salvation of his own Soul, a:d very much the Safety 


of the Souls of his Hearers. 
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I propoſe (| by the divine He Ip ) to touch diftinMly, tho"'lyery 
briefly, upon theſe Heads ; the Time will allow me only-tp be | 
very general, Here then, I am tv conſider, 


* 

I. It is the great Duty of every 6 4p cf the Go oſpel tp mamtain 
a ſleady and ftrict Regar 1 to his own Life, and to the DoQrine which 
he Preacnhes , 


'This i4 a great Part of his Duty as a Chriſtian and as a Miniſter, 
which God and Mun require of and expe&t from him, ' anditho” 
ſummed up in afew Werds, is 'of very largeExtent. Here as) one 
great Branch of lus Dut) a 


Fre 48 0 bly red to maintain a ſte: as Regard to his own Life 
Ih: C: er fatit ;. to tike Heed that that be holy - as hecomes the 
Goſpel of Chrilt,  Zake Focd tp thy Self : This to be ſure} WE 
mult needs be'obliged to in common with the Reſt of Mankind; 
The fame Laws of Creation and of Chrittianity that oblige! the 
Reſt of the World to live Fell, do he with equi: al We ight Por 
him. The ſame Goſpel or Grace of Gerd which has appeared tute 
all /Mem, does obli; oe the Miniſter of it, to deny Cngodieneſs, and 
worldly L1/?s, at: 4 to live wouk: righteouſy ard gealy im the preſent 
IForld. And he his the ſame E ncouragemern t drawn from'this 
World and that which :5/to come to perſwade him to it. "Tem- 
poral and eternal Rewards | are prepounded to him as welk as 
others. | It cannot be tho'treaſanable, that he among all Man- 
kind, ſhould be left to live at large, to-live a wicked Life, and be 
blameleſs. | But-it is another 2nd more extenfive View, in which 
we are to conſider the ligation Tying upon every Miniſter to 
take Hced to his Converſation that it be holy, even that he may 
ſet an Example of that univerſal Holineſs and Goodneſs, which 
thoſe of his Charge ſhould be found in the Practice of, He muſt 
be religious himſelf, t that he may ſet an Example of Religion 
before his Hearers. This is one of the beſt and moſt effettual 
Courſcs that can be taken by him, pleaſantly, and yet rreſiſtaþly 
to allure them into an "ly Life. This we may be ſure of rw 
we cont: Ir, one #7 reat | irt of the Defign of our ble fled Saviour” $ 
appearing, and Continuing in ths lower World; was to leave it 
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an Example of their Religion, in all| the beautiful and important 
Parts of it, which he came to eſtabliſh in the World, and which 
' Mankind ſhould practice. And we ſee our ſelves what Influence 
a holy Example ſet by his _— has upon Mankind, Ex- 
ample has more Force by far recept. "The moſt wiſe Laws, 
yea, the conſummately wiſe Laws of the Goſpel, have not half 
that Force with them, to oblige Mankind to a Life of Holineſs, 
as Example-; and ſpecially, if the Example be ſet off with the 
Advantage of Superiority, be ſet by one above us in a higher Sta- 
tion, of a ſuperiour Chara&ter. [The Example of ſuch a one, has 
ſuch a commanding Force in it, that|it is hard to reſiſt .it. And 
as the Miniſter by his Character and |his Pulpit, is exalted above 
his Brethren, fo his Example is more conſpicuous, and he may be 
ſure it will be followed, and the Body of his Hearers will be very 
like to be as he is, whether he leads a good or a bad Life. A 
holy Life is a ttanding Argument forReligion, while a bad Life in 
the plaineſt Language contradicts it. | It is one of So/omon's Pro- 
werbs, T hey that for ſake theLaw praiſt the Wicked, but ſuch as keep 
We Law contend With them. The Miniſter therefore who deſires 
po fee Religion flouriſh among his People, which is the grand 
Deſign of the Goſpel, and the Miniſtry of it, muſt take Care 
that his Life m the frongeft Manner pleads for it ; in thePrectice 
of all thoſe ſubſtantial Graces and. Virtues of the chriſtian Life, 
which he in his Preaching urges his Hearers to praftice ; other- 
wiſe he will be like to do ir finitely more Injury to _ IN 
of Religion, than he can poflibly do Service to it, by his Preach- 
ing. Yea, and ſhould he ſpeak with the Tongue of Me 7 as. aniline; 
if he leads a wicked Life, his Preaching, how excellent ſever, 
will ſerve rather to harden his Auditor their Sins than to per- 
” ſuade them to Repentance, and to make them more and more 
averſe to a Life of Virtue. - And from| the vaſt Advantage of an 
Example of Holineſs ſet by a Miniſter, and the vaſt Diſady antage 
of the contrary Example, * It is, that we have it given in Charge 
here by. the great Apoſtle to his Son Tamothy, and ſo plainly in- 
filted-on in Verſe 12 of this Chapter, Be thau an E xample f the 
Believers, i in Word, in Comverſation, in Charity, in Spjrit, in Faith, 
m Purity, The Miniſter muſt tread over the Path of Life before 
his Hearers, if ever he expects they ſhould walk in it ; and make 
geligion 
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An Ordination Sermon, ©) 
Religion appear with a lovely and beautiful Face by his own 
Example ; be able to call upon them to follow the Example he 7 
propounds to them in ſuch Language as that of the great Apoſtle, © 
Brethren, Be followers together of me, and mark them which walk jo © 
as ye have us for an Example. And happy indeed is it when 4 
Miniſters of Chriſt go before theirPeople, and tread out the Steps * 
they are to take towardsHeaven ! When they can (without þ 
Upbraidings from their own Conſciences) ſay to their People, Ba 
ye follnwers of us, and of ſuch as have us for an Example ! "This is © 
the firſt great Branch of the Miniſter's Duty, to take Elred to 


himſelf. 


2. 'As the other great Branch of his Duty, he muſt take Heed 
to his Dodirime. Toke Feed to thy Self, and unto thy Doftrine. It 
is not ſufficient that he maintains a ſteady Regard to his ownLite, 
and takes Care that it be holy and blameleſs ; but he muſt exer- 
ciſe a ſtrict Regard to his Preaching : He muſt not only be|con- 
cerned to live well, but to preach well. And while he thus takes 
Heed to his Do&trine, he will take Heed that [it be found and in» 
corrupt. By this I ingend not a rigorous. and pertinacious Ad- 
erence to this or the other Scheme of 'Religion, which this or 
the other Sect of Mankind have drawn up, to the infinite Injury 
of Chriſtianity and true practical Godlineſs ; and to which they 
are pleaſed to fix the Character of ſound Doctrine, and have ta- 
ken the Liberty to fix the infamous Charafter of Heretichs upon 
thoſe who cannot but in Reaſon and Conſcience difſent from 
them : Were this to be ſound in the Faith, aMan might be ſure 
never to be fo ; for cach Party think they have an equal Right to 
call themſclves Orthodox, and except a Miniſter ſhould adhere to 
the ſame Set of 'Tho'ts which each Party falls into, which muſt 
needs be impoſſible, he muſt be unſound ; but I mean a ftrit 
Adherence to the Scriptures, and to theſe ſhould he cloſely and 
religiouſly adhere. Hence is that ſolemn Charge given, 2 Tim. 
I. 13, 14. Hold faft the Form of ſound Weirds. T hat good T hing 
which was committed ta thee, keep by the Holy Ghoft which divelleth tm 
45, This Form of ſound Words, and this good Thing, which 
Timothy has ſuch a ſolemn Charge to keep, are*both one, anc 
both intend the DoQtrine S the Goſpel, and the Truths of! it. 


o 
32, 
pb. "Eg 4 


© "Theſe he tharpes him to Hold faſt, and not in the leaſt to ſwerye 
From, m the Courſe of his Miniftry ; not parting with the Truths 
of the Golpe! himſelf, nor ſuffering; others to adulterate and cor- 
© rapt them. The Gofpd is the Foundation of Men's Faith, their 
* "Praice, their Worthip, their All, From this alone are Men to 
Gra the Artides cf their Faith, their Modes of Worthip, thd 
* Meir Arpiments for a holy Life. | This therefore ſhould the Mi- 
 *Hiſter make the Standard of his Preaching, while hisHearers follow 
the Example of the noble Bert, and daily ſetrch the Scriptures, 
*o Tee whether what they deliver be Trath. A Miniſter can 
never too cloſely adhere to the Goſpel himſelf, nor be tov urgent 
upon his Hearers to adhere to it too, RC, Law, and to the 
om 3; Tf they ſpeak not accords th thiefFord, it is bectuſe there 
F os Lach 4 en" The Want of a more ftrict Arr fo 
the Goſpel is the Ground of all thoſe Errors and Herefies that 
We World has rum into, Miniſters and People in all Ages, arid 
Wat To infeſt the Charch at this Day. Two Things (fays the 
Spfous Mr. Baxter) have fet the Church on Fire, and been the 
Wlayoes of it above one thoufand Years ; fit, Enlarging our 
Breed, and making more Fundamentals than ever God made : 
The ſecond is;,compoſing {and fo impoling) our Creeds and Con- 
"Feffions in our own Words and Phraſes. en Men have leatn- 
&<&d more Manners and Humility than to accuſe God's Language 
"as too general and obſcure, (as if they could mend it) and have 
Tore dread of God and Compaſſion on themſclyes than to miake 
thoſe to be Fundamentals or Certainties which God never made 
To : And when they reduce their Confeffions firſt to their due Ex- 
tent, and ſecondly to'Scripture Phrafe (that Diſfenters thay not 
bt fubſcribing) then, and (1 think) never till then, | tre 


I Chardh have Peace abont Do@trinids, "Afri he goes on anll adds, 
It .* Tt feems to me no heinous Socinian Motion which Chillingworth 
| 


+ blamed for, v/z. Tet all Men believe the Scripture, and that 
only,” and endeavour to believe it/in the true Senſe, and promiſe 

and require no 'more'of others, and they ſhall find this n6t 
uy a better, but the only Means to fapprefs Hereſy and..to re- 

e Unity. Thus he. Moreoyer, this Cate that a 'Miniſter's 
ine be umcorrupt ſhould be exerciſed not only in Oppoſition 
= *o Herefy, but in Oppoſition'to hrmine Traditions, and Notiors 
-" of 
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of his fk that the Truths of the Goſpel be delivered free fronv HS 
Mixture of his own, a5 the Truths of the Goſpet. "Phe 2; 
Phoriſee were a ct of Preachers notoriaully hete. "Fhey. + 
pretended a great Zeal for the Law, while y their 1 "Traditions 
and groſs Interpretations of it, ghey almoſt baniſhed-it out of the 
World... And happy. were: it for the World if theſe were the 
only Preachers who in this ReſpeR were verily guilty, fince-we” * 
have no more Authority t9 make any Additions to the Golel * 
by any Notions: of Que wn, than we have to turn alide from the. 
Tons of the Goſpel, and preach the groſleſt and moſt outer, | F ; 


Herclhes, 'I hus he will take Heed'to his Doctrine: 


Again, He will take Care that his| Preaching be plain and 
rave, in ContradiſtinQion to Rudenefs of Speech an the __ 

Hand, and the enticing Words of Man's Wiſdom omw'ithe « 
The: T ruths of the CGoipel haye ſuch a native Beauty and Majelzpy 

in them, that even in Point of good Manners, they ſhawld not be 

treated with that Rudenc6 and Coarſcnefs of Sttle: which fone - 
take the Liberty to treat them. Nor do they fland in} Need of | 
that antick Dreſs in which fome are pleaſed to cloath' them: | 
Both theſe Extreargs ſhould be carcfully avoided ; and by this 
Meatis the Preaching becomes agrecable and in l to all 
the Auditory; not above the Capacity of the 
low the T aſte and Reliſh of the mare polite. A 

of this was the greatApoitle, who tells us in wha 
6-Cor. 2c &, 4+ 4nd 1, Brethren, at when * 
with Excellency of Speech. Aud my Speech, and my Preachang, was Ii 
wat with the enticing Hords of Man's Wiſdan. He | W ; 
gravely and plainly : And all ather Study for Words in 4 , 
is gan Pedantry. That muſt necds be an empty Duarte in =: 
deed: which lies moſt in Words. ] We © 

." yd fy he frafanable in his Diſcourſes ;; 5rudehe tn falls + S ©: 

moſt proper Seaſons to infift upon Mn, W ©: 

Ti the Gon. er adrerolgany Jonas. 
depends the Succebs of Preaching, and it r fc 
of mipifterial Prudence. The fame 'Fruths de 
one "TUNG {hall have Wd LAY upon -t 
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- while atanother Time, they ſhall greatly move and affe& him. 
And in order to be thus ſeaſfonable in his Diſcourſes, he will ob- 
* ſerve the Diſpenſations ofdivine Providence, as well as the Ordci- 
> nances of the Goſpel ; that he may-accommodate himſelf to the 
- State and Circumſtances of his Heaxers : And a great Part of the 
I and-Excellency of Preaching lies in it. ' Said the wife 
- Preacher, A Word Fel ſpoken is like Apples of Gold m Piftures of 
Sever. At an Ear-ring of Gold, and an Ornament of fine Gold, 'jo 
" $5 @ wiſe Reprover upon an obedient Ear : And it is 'given as Part of 
- the Character ofa Sriſe Steward, by our bleſſed Lord, that be gives 
*  Þis Flonſbold their Meat in due Seaſon, 


Again, He will take Care to inſiſt on Truths of the 'greate/? 
i e.) "There are the more and the lefs neceſſary T ruths, 
the more and the leſs weighty Matters of the Law, ſuch as me- 
diately and ſuch as nextly reſpet the eternal Welfare of the 
Souls of Men. The Minifter therefore who takes Heed to' his 
SDodcrine will take Care to infift on thoſe "Things which are of 
She higheſt Concernment, He will not ſpend his Breath and ex- 
*hauſt the' Patience of his Hearers - in infifting on the Outſide and 
Circumſtantials of Religion, and paſs by the Things wherein the 
eternalSafety of his Auditors is concerned. "The fundamentalDoc- 
trines of Chriſtianity, and the moſt weighty Duties of PraQtice 
will he make the Subjects of his Preicting, Faith, Repentafice 
and a-good- Life, will be the Things which, with the greateſt 
Urgency, he will prefs upon his Hearers. And then finally, as/in 
* all this he has to deal with rational Creatures, fo he will take 
XF Care to'treat them with Reaſon: and Argument, not with looſe 
W - and a noify Addreſs toPaſſions, tending only to throw 
& His Hearers' into Diſtreſs and Terror without any rational Con- 
& wviction on the Mind and Conſcience. In fuch 2s as theſe 
thould a Miniſter's Care of his Do&trine appear,and upon the bare 
mentioning of | them, ftand recommended to everyMan's Reafon. 
 Andiif he thus put theBrethren inRemembranceghe will bea 
Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, nouriſhed | up in the Words eter aith 
and found Do&rine. And havi 8 _ "Thin 
that a Minifter is to maintain a 0 i Tas Life, 


wy | = 20M Regard to his cagpjy += bo conſider, 
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defeRive in this Care, Tho? this Care of himſelf and his Docs. 


trine be upon all Accounts fo reaſonable, and ſhould be his con=, | 


ſtant Buſineſs and Duty, yet there is no ſmall 
; diverted from it. 
W ſuch a ſolemn Charge, where there was no 
as T|have conſidered his Duty in the two main Branches of it, {o 
would I conſider his Danger, ariſing from the Temptations which 
he is liable to in common with the Reſt of his fellow Chriſtians, 
and thoſe which he is more eſpecially expoſed to- in his ſacred 
Office. And 'in both theſe ReſpeQts is his Danger exceeding 


great. 


Danger of his be- 


fellow 


1, He is liable 'to Temptations in common with 
Chriſtians, whereby he is in great Danger of being cz 
himſelf, of his own Life and Converſation, And what an 
of Temptations i is. the Chriſtian expoſed to, which endanger his 


Religion and his Soul ? You all know what Danger he\.is in of 7 


being diſcouraged from ſetting forward in the Prackice ofhisDuty, 
and of being diſheartened in his Progreſs. Within there is a 
depraved Soul, that'is for ever averſe to a Life of Holineſs, and 
always prompting*him to the Praftice of Vice, and which ever- 
more takes Part with every Temptation from without which 
aſſaults him : And here lies his greateſt Danger. And without. 
there is the Devil and the World which {till encreaſe his\Da 

The grand Adyerſary of Souls takes unwearied Pains, * and leayes 
no Arts untried, which by his long Experience, and the 1 
Trade he has drove of tempting, he has found. ſuccesful. 


Bufineſfs, as the Apoſtle repreſents it to us, is to go about as a - k 


rearing Lion ſecking roham he may drvour, how he may draw 
Souk, into Miſery. ' And altho* Mankind have Power to 
him, and therefore are commanded to do it, yet havin 


a Party _ 
within us, and a thoro* Acquaintance with humane Nature, bo 


often gets the Vittory. The Chriſtian who deſigns to ſtand at 
in the Faith, muſt wreſtle not only againſt Fleſh and Blood, but 
againſt Pybnci lites, againſt Powers, againſt theRulery of th Dark- 
neſs of this Warld, and againſt ſpiritual Wickedneſſes in big Plas 
And then, the World about him often proves a Snare je 


743 
$29 x - 
Ss wv 
. >. 
4 
: 
_— ” pu 
T "oY : 
o 
k. 4 - 
2% 4 £ 
_— .: - 
by 
- 


I. The great Hazzard and Danger there is that he will Tay if 


This the Manner of the Charge | ſuppoſes. F. 
And © 
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* and be neg]leQts his . God .and his, Soul for the Sake of it-+ If it 
© ſmiles, be then places his "Truſt in uncertain Riches, and not in 
the living God, in them he fixes the Center of his HappineG, 
- the ſupreme Felicity of his Soul, ſaying to the Gold, thou art my 
* Flipe, and to the fine Gold, T hay art my Cmfidenge. Hit frowns, 
he 1s Rilt in Dapger, he now begins to murmur againſt 'Provi- 
” dence, at fuch an, unequal Diſtribution of "Fhings, ar 1s tempted 
” to diſbclieve that Providence intermingles itſelf at all with Afairs 
here below, and then /eals, .and takes the Name of God in vain, 
And” thus! the Men of this World, bcing all Factors for | the 
Prince of Darkneſs, are no lefs dangerous, -who will not | fail 
by their Examples, yea, and right down Perſuaſions too, to con- 
tribute. what they can to encreaſe our natural Prejudices againſt 
Religi and our Love to Vice, "Theſe now are the common 
Temptations every Chriſtian is expoſed to, and to all theſc is 
v every Minit expoſed in = Om_—_ him, None of theſe 
== but what are Enemies to his Vertue as they are- to the Religion 
bof others * "The fame corrupt Heart within him, the ſame Ad- 
Ferlary of. Souls to affault him, and| the Game World to live in. 
He is on the fame Road, and muſt expe to meet with the fame 
=  Diffcultics zvd Hardſhips which attend thoſe on the ſame Jour- 
4 =o. If he will live a holy Life, and ſet an Example of it to. the 
Vorld, he. will meet with the ſame Oppoſition, And thus he is 
in Danger of negleQting the firſt Part of his Duty, of not taking 
Care of hinyſelf, of his own Life. 


- 2, He is liable to Temptations which are peculiar to him.as a 
84inifter, and thus he. is in Danger of nat taking Heed ta bis 
DoCtrine. His Danger is greater here than conſidered as. a 
private Chriftian.. And here, beſide the corrupt Part - within, 
which will be always ready to ſuggeſt to him, after, Spare: thy 
; i 3 the .grand Enemy of Souls will be ſure to let fly ul his 
= Fury at him, above all others, The very. Deſign of the Goſpel 
is to. dethrone the Prince of Darkneſs ;, to overthrow and deſtroy 
his Kingdom and Government in the World, and'to ſet up and 
1.the Kingdom of our bleſſed Lord upon the Ruins of it. 
And for this we hnd the firſt: Preaching of the Goſpel was 
& wonderfully fucceſsful, Hence we haye that Account given 
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to our S#vidur. at the Return of the Seventy, Luke I. x7, 18. '| 
T hey returned again with Toy, ſay": Lord, even the | Devils ave i 
ſubjeft unto us through thy Name. And he ſaid unto them, 1 beheld | 
Satan as Lightning fall from, Heaven. And the ſame fawal Defign 3 

ainſt the Devil's Intereſt in the World, - has: the! A 
Preaching of the Goſpel now, and therefore as .one of the "= 
Pieces of Policy he can uſe, he is following the Minifters of the 
Goſpel with his Temptations and helliſh Suggeſtions, which ſhall 7 
tend to diſcourage and diſhearten them in'their-. Work, being 
fully affiired that every Thruſt he can give them,will at the lame © "i 
Time give a great Wound to Religion, and give'the Advantage þ 
to his Gaul: in the World. Our Saviour, the. firſt [Preacher wf 
the Goſpel to this World, was grievouſly tempted by the De- 
vil himſelf, and his Miniſters in; this may be ſure t0 be -as thelr © 
Lotd : And as the Devil himſelf, fo this Agents jn this lower © 
World, will do: all they can, by Aſiſtance from the Powers of | 
Darkneſs, to oppoſe them in the faithful Diſcharge vf their + & 
Theſe asInftruments in the Hands of theDevil, arewften ſulfi 
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by their Lies and Slanders, and cruel Storms of Perſecution which 
they raiſe, to diſcourage. them from, and tempt them 4þ neglect ;Þ 
their Duty. The Picty of their Lives, and the Purity of their ; 3 
DoEtine, they cannot hear 3 and "therefore they -malign, ſpite, "WE 
and hate them, and uſe all their Intereſt to make others fo it'ws, ; 


And then their greateſt Danger of all, lies in the cold Entertain» 
ment they meet within their Meſſages from the Lord, in the little "WY 
Succeſs of their Labours for the Souls of their Hearers. | When, "M8 
Sirners are ſo far from being reformed by their holy Examples, "i 
and,converted by their powerful Preaching, that they grow more Hh 
hardened and impudent in their Vices, and refuſe "to repent and 
lead a holy Life: What a heavy 'T rial is this ? How breaking 45 
the Spirits? And what a Temptation to a Miniſter to fit down 
diſcouraged, and-to take no more Pains, when all ſeems/to bean = 
vain ? With what 2 movingPathos is this repreſented"to-kis' bythe - 

Prophet Teremiah, Chap. ix. Ver. 2, 0h that-1 had-in theHuldir= 
neſs a Lrdging-Place of way-faring Mem, that 1 might leave/my Pro» Wh 
þ/e and. go from: them, for they 'be all Adulterers, an of ereacht- 


Yous. 1en. And'then finally, let us to-all this.join | Þ if -ulty | 
the Work itſelf ; think over the feveral important Parts of i F 
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. and the will appear greater fill, and the Temptations to 
* -Unfaithfulheſs yet ftronger. But that I may dwell no onger on 
"the dark Side, | paſs to confider in the laft P 


HI. The great and weighty ent in the Text, to encou- 
the Miniſter to the greateſt 'Care of his own Life, and Fi- 
 >delity im his preaching ; For «n demmg this, thou ſhalt bath ſave thy 

if, and them that hear thee. 


- \ How comprehenſive, how infinitely weighty and rerfoalive the 
t ? He ſhall fave his own Soul moſt certainly, and have 
the moſt comfortable Profſpe& of the Salvation of the Souls of his 
-Hearers. Who can deſire greater Encouragement, to perſwade 
*him tq{ exerciſe the greateſt Care, and to make him faithful in all 
*Parts of his Duty. And as the Duty incumbent on him, and the 
Temptations which oppoſe him, in the Diſcharge of it, have been 
conſidered in a two-fold Light, fo ſhall I confider the Encourage- 
-ment which is here offered to Care and Fidelity, in a two-fold 
ight alſo. As, 


j 


1. "The Safety and Salvation of his own Soul, ſhall moſt cer- 
tainly be theReward of his taking heed to himſelf and hisDoQtrine. 
His own compleat Happineſs in the future World, ſhall be the 
End of his conquering the Difficulties which attend the faithful 
©  -Diſcharge of his Duty. God is pleaſed to propound the great and 

, *everlaſting Rewards of the next Life to all Chriſtians in general, 
Jas one of the grand Arguments he has to uſe with them, to per- 
1wade them 'to a Life of Holineſs. Eternal Life, which is 

the Happineſs propounded in the Goſpel, is promiſed, in 
ſuch plain Terms as thoſe, To them, who by patient con- 
zinung in Ways of well-doing, ſeek for Glory, and Honour, and 
Immortality, eternal Life. And this is the great Support and En- 
couragement to him, under all the Trials, Self- denial, and all 
thoſe Hardſhips he meets with, even his ReſpeRt to this Recom- 
pence of Reward, which he is fure of from the gracious Promiſes 
of him who is faithful and true, and cannot deceive,any more than 
de deceived. And this fame Promiſe is made to every faithful 
ater, for his great Comfort and Support ; He has the ſame 
Happineſs 
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whatever Diſcouragements, for the preſent, he might "meet wi 
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Hap ny” in View before hir, and the ſame Promiſe to/ build | 
Faith, and full Aſfarance of it, upon. When the chief'Sh N 
ſhall|appear,.to encourage him to keep the Charge, he ſhall chem 
receive a Crown of Glory which Faderh not away. Not to 200Y I 
tion the diſtinguiſhing Reward. that will moſt corainly be . 
Crown, the high Seat in Bliſs and Happineſs, whi will be _ 
exalted to. - And has not this Confideration bs eno* in it, 
to perſwade a Miniſter to be faithful, yea, che tis Duty, 
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ea, ſhould he, in the preſent World, receive no Reward” at all 
kndecd we cannot. now tell the Weight of the Crown of Glory 
it does not yet appear. ; and 6 we cannot tell the Wel vp oo 
Argument : But we know by thoſe brightChara&tersG 

ſed to give us of it, joined with the Duration of it, that it 5 oi 
finitely out-weigh all that can poſſibly be done aid es of in 
World for the Che of it. , would 'not . be faithful. in ind a | 
Diſcharge of his Duty, when. Heaven, with all-its Joys, ani diſ- 
tin wuiſhmg Glories, 1s ſet before hin as his fure Reward? 
than |further, 

2. Such a Miniſter has the moſt rational Proſpect of the Salva- 
tion of the Souls of his Hearers. Indeed the Certinty of 'this-- is 
not equal tothe Certainty of the Salvation of his own Soul." Fic 
after all his Care, Conſcience, and Fidelity, he may be unſuccels- 
ful. | © Tt would be an awful Charge indeed [ fays one ); was this 
& piven to-us, Keconcile my People to me, or I Kills never be wand 
"#0 you.”! En leavour is our Part, but Succeſs belongs | to God, 

Aﬀter all the Care and Pains of a Miniſte T, his People m Fo 
more' blind and hardentd in their Vices. The Prophet py 

well accompliſh d as he was, ſighs.out a TS: 1rowful Lameiitation to 
God, in ſuch Strains as that, Ihe hath telieved tur Reports and to 
wW Bw hath the Arm of the Lord been revealed : But ſill, tho? he OT 
not be ſure of Succeſs, and the Salvation of the Suls of his H ear- 
ers ; yet, upon his Fidelity, upon his ſetting, a bright Example a 
Religion before thern, and upon his urging "the Pratice of it 
the moſt powerful Manner upon them ; he has the moſt" L143 
ProfſpeR of it, As he has theCare of precicusSouls: which ruſt be, 
cietilly ſaved or loſt, fo it is likely that the one or the 0! [2 
he theConſequence,as he is either faithful or ſlack or remi in t- 4 79 
ſtruCting, mrativng and wh. them, as the Word a Ef: 
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res. God will be like to act as conliſtently in the Kingdom of 
fl 2643 as he does in the Kingdom of Nature ;. where Men dq nat 


ff Nas rapes of T horns, nar Figs of T hitles ; where the moſt like- 
M 


cans are moſt likely to procure the Bleſſing. And thus the 
3 verſion and Salvation of Sinners is el likely to follow upon 
” a Miniſter's taking heed to himſelf and to his Doctrine. And 
will this Argument, even the Proſpect he has of the Salvation of 
the Souls of his Hearerk: be of no Weight with him ? Has he no 
Bowels of Pity and Compaſſion in him, working towards his Fel- 
Jow-Chriſtians, towards Men in a State of Milery, and making 
Haſte to DeſtruQtion ? If he has ; next to his own Soul, he will be 
Concerned for the Salvation of the Souls of his 'Hearers : He will, 
with the Angels in Heaven, rejoice at| theSalvation of Sinners, and 
thence he excited todo his utmoſt to promote it both by hisLife and 
- Doctrine :-'Thus ſhall he ſave himſelf and them that hear him. 
* And thus, as the Time, would allow me, I hayc, in general, 
touched upon the ſeveral Parts of the Text, What remains now 
is to make ſome plain and practical Reflections briefly upon what 
3s been ſaid, And, 
WF 1: We ſee. that the Work of the Miniſtry is no eaſy Employ- 
ment ;-and what Ignorance andRaſhneſs ſuch are chargeable with, 
who. ruſh into it without due Preparation and ſerious Thought, 
which. tends to mothing but.to bring the Word of God into the 
greateſt Contempt, inſtead of preaching its - And that Man muſt 
: wilfully cloſe his Eyes who does not ſee this to be the Fault and 
falſe Judgment of many, at this Day, as it was in the Times ofthe 
Þious Mr. Baxter, when he tells us, that _ 56 every ignorant Fel- 
& low, whoſe Tongue had catch'd a L ax, run \up into the Pulpit 
«6 "60 eaſe himſelf ; and ev ery one hadLeave to diſgorge himſelf in 
&. the holy Aﬀemblics that Had got a Jurfeit of Pride andSelf-con- 
«© ceit: Men ſpeak publickly in-the Name of Chriſt, that can- 
& not ſpeak Senſe, to the Shame of our Profeſſion, and turn 
& Preachers as theRiverNilus breedsF rogs, (faith Heraods tus) when 
<6 one Half moveth before the other is made, and while it is but 
*c plain Mud.” But who can ſufficiqntly wonder at ſuch lono- 
> Tance and Impudence, who conſiders the double Care lying upon 
>= the Miniſters of the Goſpel, a Care of their ownSouls, and a Care 
» of the Souls of their Hearers too, Every private Chriſtian finds 
6 it ge & difficult eno* to conquer the [T emptations & Difficultics 
= Y that. 
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that attend him in'the Way of Salvation, when by Office he has 
the Safety 'of his own Soul to contend for only. And can it be 
tho't/an eaſy Thing for the Miniſter to conquer all theſe! Temp-, 
tations, and all thoſe too-which are peculiar to him undet his fa- * 
cred Character, and be ſteady and faithful in the Care. off himſelf] 
and his Hearers. After all, behold here, the graſs Ignorapce ofall 
ſuch who have light 'T ho'ts 'of the Work of the Miniſtry,'and "the 
Raſhneſs and Impudence of all ſuch as without ſerious 'Tho't .and' 
duc Preparation ruſh into it, and when they have ſcarce! Under 
ſtanding eno* to direEt themſelves in the plain Way to Happineſs, 
will tindertake to dirc& and to guide Others in the Way to it. 
What is like to be the awful Conſequence of this, .our blefled Lord: 
has told us, is, TheBlind lad the Blind, both w ill fall i mto theDitch, 
both [are like to fall into Miſery, ſuch a Preacher and his Hearers. 
How much do the Miniſters of Chriſt ſtand in need of Help 
Fe him to enable them to be faithful, & how conſtant ſhauld they 
be in their Applications to him for it. A. common Chriſtian can 
do npthing to any Purpoſe in Religion, without the Spirits and 
the Grace "of Chrift ; being leſt to himſelf, he would ſoon fall off 
from| his Profeſſion, and fall an eaſy Prey into the Hands of hig? 
ſpiritual Enemies. J/ithout me, (aid our Saviour to his Nifciples,: 
ye can do nothing. And this makes it reaſonable that every ſuch 
Chriſtian ſhould have his conſtant Dependance upon the Spirit 
and Grace of Chri it, and be unwearied in his Applications to the 
Throne of Grace for it. - And as the Difficulties are more 
greater which attend the Miniſter, he muſt more eſpeciglly and 
emphatically ſtand in need of Help from above. His Temptations} 
are peculiar, and ſuch muſt his A fiſtance be, or he will never: 
do his Duty and be faithful. Under a deep Senſe of the Great- 
neſs of the Work, and of his Weakn:ſs 2lone to diſcharge it, how 
does the great Apoſtle cry out, 7 bo is ſufficient for theſe 'T bings ? 
Verily no Man, no Angel, without Help from God. And” this 
ould be a pow erfulArgument with theMiniſter,to perſwade him 
to be inceſſant in'his Aplications to Heaven for it. God is read 
to help his Miniſters, but they muſt ſeek to him ſor it, of be be 
never to obtain it. | The Work and the Difficulties which attend _ 
it are peculiar, and this makes him ſtand in ſuch emin@ [Need of 7} 
divine Afſiſtance,. and this ſhould make hum pray for "it withg '# 
ccaſitg. & 11 
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3- How melancholly the Sight, and how dreadful the Conſe- 
- quences of it, to ſee a Miniſter careleſs of his own Soul, and 
EF of the Souls of his Hearers! And it\is a Caſe more than to be 
'L , that after all the Obligations lying upon a Miniſter to 
ake Care of his own Soul and the Souls of his Hearers, that he 
- may be negligent and careleſs ; live a wicked Life himſelf, and 
_ - take no Care-(to*any de. x) of his Charge. Said the great 
| Apoe: T keep under my Body, and bring 'it into Sulyetion, Jeſt 
| ibile I preach to others, I myſelf ſhould he a Caſt-away. But how 
* Thocking the Sight! And how dreadful arc the Conſequences of 
fuch Negligence like to be 1 By his wicked Example what Mul- 
titudes will be encouraged and hardened in their Vices, and be 
like to fall into Miſery ! And then as to himſelf 'the Conſequences 
are like to be.more dreadful ſtill ; for as his Charge is double, 
ach will his Damnation be alſo, if he remains falſe to 'it. No 
fan's Miſery can with Reaſon and Juſtice be tho't fo great as 
his, who has the Care of his own Soul, and the Care of others 
too, and yet proves falſe to his Truſt, yea, nor the Miſery of the 
Devils neither, for when Satan deſtroys the Souls of Men (ſays 
Mir. Burkit) he ſhall anſwer for it as a Murderer only, not as an 
SDfficer who was cntruſted with the Care of Souls ; but if the 
| 1 do not provide, if the Shepherd do not feed, if theWatch- 
man do not warn, they ſhall anſwer not only for the Souls that 
Have miſcarried, but for an Office neglected, for a Talent hidden, 
* and for a Stewardſhip unfaithfully adminiſtred. And he goes on, 
Wo unto us if at the great Day we hear diſtreſſed Souls roaring 
- outtheirComplaints and dolefulAccuſations againſt us, Lord, our 
ptewards have defrauded us, ourWatchmen haye betrayed us, our 
Guides have miſled us. 
4- How reaſonable is it that the People ſhould take Care of 
© their own Souls. There is a double Care lying upon Miniſters, 
* a Care. of their own Souls, and a Czre of the Souls of their 
Hearers, and all for their Hearer's Sake. And does not this in 
the ftrongeſt Manner infer an Obligation upon the People to. be 
| for themſelves, to take Gare of their own Souls. Shall 
' iniſters tak: all the Care, and they take none themſelves ; if 
= not, aſter all they muſt and will periſh. Miniſters watch for 
* *#hery Souls, as thoſe that muſt give an Account, but except they can 
be perſuaded to take Care of their Souls themſelyes, they muſt do 
Ls gv% It 


We” 0 EE Ou 4 RO” _—_ — n 


_— 


An Ordination Sermon. Wis 


it with'Grief and not with Joy, which will be very ungrefitable 
for them. And then hiſtly, 
What an Encouragement is here to Fidelity in the Care of 
a Miniſter” $ own Soul, and of the Souls of his Hearers. | The 
Work indeed is great and the Difficulties many, and great is the 
Reward too, if he is faithful he is ſure of ſaving his own| Soul, 
and has a fair Proſpe&t of ſaving the Souls of his Hearers. | And 
had we but an Eye of Faith to look forward beyond this World, 
to Things Inviſible, the Weighty Argument before us might not 
only Invite thoſe into the Miniſtry who are turning afide from it, 
by reaſon of the preſentDifficulties which attend it, butEncourage 
thoſe who have entred upon it to be both Faithful and Chearful m 
the Diſcharge of it. 
And here, | 

Will my Reverend Fathers and Brethren preſent in the Miniſtry 
ſuffer me, this Day, with all Humility to ſtir up their pure Minds 
by way, of Remembrance, in the Language 9i our Text, t4 take 
heed to themſelves and to FRl3: Doftrine. And if T miſtake not, there 
never was a Time when ſuch an Addreſs was more Neceſlary or # 
Scaſonable ; for we arc fallen into an Age, when adding to the Y 
common Difficulties and Diſcouragernents, which attend the Mi- © 
niftry, and which alone are Weighty eno*: We have thoſe to con- 
tend with which are Peculizr and Ext raordinary, occalioned by 
the late Appearance of a Wandring, Ignorant and Enthuſuaſtick 
ſet of Preachers among us, hoſeDeſtgn ſeen evidently to ſubvert 
the ſtanding Miniſtry of the Country, and to infuſe and raiſe Jezs 
louſics andSuſpicions in theMinds of People, and Prejudies 
it, How are werepreſented asUnconverted, Strangers to the Power 
of Godlineſs, Welves in Sheeps Claathing, and in the broad Road to 
Dz{trudtion our ſelves, and leading others by Thouſands into De+ 
ſtrudtion too. And by theſe falſeCrys and Slanders, the Spirit of 
Jealouſy i Is COMe upon thePeople, of their Miniſters, and a diſpo- 
tion in them to join in the Cries againit them, and to turn Wan- 
derers aſter Strangers, to the negl- Cting and iran their own 
Faithful Paſtors, when for a long Time, they have fully known 
their Do&rine, manner of Life, Purpoſe, Faith, Long-uffrin, 
Charity, Patience, Theſe thiugs are great Diſcourag 
the faithful Miniſters of Chriſt, and had they not a 
Saviour to look to for Suppart and Comfort would di 
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fink them. © This joined with a ſtrongFaith in that great and diſk 
tinguiſhing Reward, which will be their Happineſs, if they not- 
wiRandins continue Faithful to the cath muſt be theirComfort 
and Support. Let us then, My Fathers and Arethren, be Daily 
looking unto Tefus for that 'Gra cc which may be ſufficient for us, 
ind as we have little Encouragemont| drawn from 'the preſent 
World, Tet us by an Eye of Faith, make preſent to our ſelves, the 
future Glory of thoſe who are uw; 1, tol win Sous to Chriſt ; who 
ſhall ſhine as the Lrightneſs of the Firman, nt, ard as the Stars forever 
and ever... Mett: inks, the believi ng Views of this might inſpire us 
with invincible Courage and Refolutioh to encounter the Difficul- 
ties which lye in thc w ay y OF faithh | Difcharo 7e of. our Duty, let 
them be never ſo many and great. W. ſee with what undiihe>d 
Courage this Faith inf Hired the ercat Apoltle. | T he Holy Ghsſ?, 
(ith he) witnefſoth 1 n every City, fa np, that Bonds and . fic tions 
abide me ; but nine of theſe T hing gf maue me, nar count 1 my Life 
dear to me, that I might finiſh my Cauſe with Joy, and the Miniſtry 
which I have receives of the Lord Jeſus, to 2 teſtify the Goſpel of the 
Grace of Ged. 

And eſpecially will you (my dear Bree) who have requeſted 
e this Day to be your Monitor, | and| who are now to be intro- 
"duced into the ſacred Miniſtry, ſu Mer the Word of Exhort: atic n, 
which ſpeaketir to you in the I cxt, to take Heed wunio thy 5 elf, 
and to thy De#?rins. Be concerned tg live well : Tread out the 
= Way of Life before this Feople, g0 before them by your. own 
Example, in the Practice of all the ſubſtantia! Graces and Vir- 
tues of the chriſtian Life. Your People reaſonably expect this 
from you, and you will find it a conſtant and prevailing Argu- 
ment with them, to bring” them to the Loye and! Practice - of that 
Holineſs which you dc fire ſhould flouriſh among them. And as 
to your common Conduct, you will always find Prudence of 
great Importance towards getting and maintaining a due Regard 
to your Perſon among your People, yea, and towards the Succeſs 
of your Miniſtry too, 

And then as to your D»7rine, the preſent Times eſpecially 
call aloud upon you to take Heed to. that, when Errors, tending 
to deſtroy and ſubvert the whole Deſign of the Goſpel, and the 
appearing of the Son of God upon this " 


| 


.arth, are ſpreading and. 
prevailing among us. Antinmiani/m i breaking in like a Flood | 


among, 
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among us,a Doctrine as dangerous as it.is falſe ; exceeding agree- 
able to Men's Lufſts andCorruptions, and the natural Inclinations 
of Mankind, whence they voy much . like a Religion without 
Virtue :| All Men bein ; by Nature (ſays Mr. Baxter) Antinaquans 
that IS, Enemies to good Works, and like a Doctrine which ſaves 
Men in their Sins but not from them, and dehre to.go to: Hear 


ven with an empty. Dependance upon -what Chrilt. has done, , 


without| doing any "Thing themſelves. The |'zmportant ” Dattrime 
of the Spir/t is ſo-explaincd and taught, as to, take away. and de- 
{troy the Neceſhity, of a ſtanding Revelation, and .ſo.as to. open a 
Door to the endleſs 'Wilds of Enthuſiaſm. "The great Daftrme 
of Converſion or Regeneration is repreſented in- ſuch, a Manner, 
conſiſting in great_Terrors and Convulfions, ſucceeded. by ſudden 
and rapturous Joys, which the Czoſpel knows. nothing of z| asaf 
to bring 2 Man to the moſt rationa 1 Acts (far {uch,are the Ap 
of the Soul in Converſion) the Way was to render. um 

of no rational Aas' at all. Here then ſhould be your becial 
Guard againft the Prevalency of ſuch Errors as theſe, among your 
People ; "And as you will not fail to guard them againſt theſe, 
and eyery growing-Error, by your Preaching, ſo .you will not 
fnlto ouard vour Pulpit againſt thoſe who lie in wait to deceiv 
and to ow theSeeds of Contention and corru ptDoctrine BY 

And, Szrr, confidering the I imes and Place in whych you -are 
now ſettling, yA may "be {ure to meet with Dithcultes en0” 
God knows how great and how many z mot certainly with fach 
as will thoro'ly convince you of the Neceſlity of "ol yyon 
this World for Help, that will make it necc Mary for you.to. | 
forward to,the Encouragement here ſet before you, even the 
Salvation of your ow n Soul, | and the Souls. of them that! hear 
you ; and we, this Day, fin celebs wiſh for you all that Help and 
Grace from Chriſt that is neceflary to your ſeeing and. enjoying 
this Happineſs. 

I would now turn myſelf to the little Flock of Chriſt yn thus 
Place. De 'arly Belwed, w - this D: ly, with One Heart & Voice, 
unite with you, un giving Thanks to the cracious Head of the 
A aclined and united your H carts in ſeeking 
and theOrdinances of it among you, 
caliing this 'our dear Brother to 


ww the Lord. Accept. him then 


S - 
Fu 


: 
s 


PO 35 


eee SIRE Or 4 rate tos, 


' 


wa 


_ 


An Ordimation Sermon. 


2s a precious Gift of our aſcended Lord and Saviour to you, and 
be concerned to expreſs your Gratitude td our Saviour, by a @&n- 
 cern to profit by his Miniſtry. Don't diſcourage him in it by 
E o Mears, eſpecially by oppoſing him in it, or by taking th: 
F ork, in a diſorderly Manner, out of his Hands, or by runnwg 
after Strangers,and ſo flight and defpiſe him, by forfaking his faiths 
» ful Miniſtry among you, as the Manner of ſome is. Guardma- 
gainſt every Thing that may tend to throw you into Contentions, 
whiclyare too common in, new Settlements : Your Unity mult 
be your Strength. May the |Fears of a War without make you 
afraid of Jarrs within. ' And we this Day wiſh for you the Pro- 
tection of divine Providence, and the Smiles of Heaven upon you | 
in outward Regards ; but above all; that your Souls may be in 
Health and-proſper ; and. in order #6 this, be pleaſed to remember, 
this Day begins a Time of Probation with you, and ſuch as your 
Improvement of it is, ſuch will your Account be at laſt. And 
may you have Grace ſo to improve it, as that both you and your 
- Minilter in the Day of Chriſt may appeat at +is right Hand, and 
he there preſent you before the Throne, faultleſs and blamelefs in 


Wuch Language as that, Here \am I, and the Children theu haſt gra- 


o conclude, *%- 
May this whole Aſſembly be perſwaded intog ſerious Concern 
for their own Salvation. It is the Buſineſs and Duty, you ſee, 
»- of your Minifters to be concerned for it, and will not you be con- 

, Eerned for it you ſelves : Notwithſtanding all zbeir Care, you 
never will ſecure it except you are careful too. May you all this , 
Day, leave the Houſe of God with fixed Reſolutions (by his Help) ' 
that all the Care of God and his Miniſters ſhall not be loſt upon 

: And may you be preſerved this Day from * thoſe Sins and 
| ces which many upon ſuch Solemnities run into to the 
Scandal of Chriſtianity. And may we all, both Miniſters and 
People, ſo behave our ſelyes this Day, and while we live, in our 
reſpeQtiye Places, ſo improve our Talents, as that yhen our Lords 
= Tallcall us before him (as in a little while he wile. up ou; 
> Account, we may be able to do it ie 
4 and have the Joyful Sentence prot 
ow inherit the Kingdow-\* 
an of the Warld, AMP” 3 
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